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The General Administration and the Area Community of Switzerland recommend to our 

fraternal prayers our dear brother, Paul VOLLMAR, Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of the 

Diocese of Chur, Switzerland, who died in the service of the Blessed Virgin Mary on 

May 2, 2021 in Zurich, Switzerland, at the age of 86 with 65 years of religious 

profession. 
  

 

 

Paul Vollmar was born on October 11, 1934 in 

Überlingen on the shore of Lake Constance, Germany. 

He is the second son of Wilhelm and Käthe Vollmar-Nef. 

His father worked as a nurse and had to serve in both 

World Wars. His mother was a lively and engaging 

woman from the canton of Appenzell. She was the sister 

of Marianist Brother Josef Nef.  He was also a nurse and 

lived in the community of Martigny. Young Paul, who was 

distinguished by his intelligence, grew up with his twin 

sister in a circle of six brothers and sisters. Together, 

they had to endure the difficult times 

  



 

at the end of the war. Paul attended elementary school and the first years of high school 

in Constance. 

 

In an interview with Jean-Paul Federneder, SM, (for Kipa) Bishop Paul talks about the 

circumstances of his vocation: 

 "At the age of 15, in 1949, during the summer vacation, I went to the St. Mary's School 

in Martigny, where my uncle Josef Nef lived. I was sick with tuberculosis and had to 

spend a convalescent period there. While living there, I experienced Marianist 

community life. I liked it a lot. At the end of my stay, Father Charles Enard, director at 

the time, invited me to stay for a whole year. Thus, from the fall of 1949 to the summer 

of 1950, I was a student in the French course and in the commercial school. Before I 

left, Father Enard asked me if I was interested in the Marianist life. I returned to 

Constance and the following spring in 1951. I answered "yes" and I entered the 

Marianist postulate in Middes. “His brothers Alban (+2006) and Peter followed his 

example and became Marianist religious in the Province of Switzerland. 

  

After the novitiate in Middes under the direction of Father Robert Mattlé, Paul 

pronounced his first vows on September 21, 1955. In 1958, Paul graduated from high 

school. After taking his final vows, he began his university studies 

(philosophy/theology) in Fribourg. He was ordained a priest on March 14, 1964, by 

Bishop François Charrière and celebrated his First Mass on March 30, 1964 in 

Constance. Father Paul finished his theological studies at the University in 1967, 

obtaining a doctorate in theology with a thesis on the liturgical positions of Ignaz 

Heinrich von Wessenberg (the last vicar general of the diocese of Constance, closed 

in 1821). Because of his training in liturgy, the Swiss Bishops' Conference appointed 

him as the Swiss representative for the revision of the missal. 

  

In 1968, he also obtained a degree in German philology and literature as well as in 

church history. He was appointed to the Catholic Free High School of Sumatra in Zurich 

as chaplain and teacher of German, French and religion. From 1972 to 1984, he was 

the director of that school. 

  

In an article (Bündner Zeitung / Oberländer Tagblatt of March 5, 1993), Brigitte Muth 

describes him as a teacher who by nature was calm, who began by listening.  He was 

a person in whom the young people quickly placed their trust. The young generation of 

the big city particularly appreciated having found in him a teacher who developed 



visions, opened new perspectives and expressed the idea that a good job and a lot of 

money were not goals in themselves. As a teacher, he was quite demanding.  With the 

students, he was not a "colleague" someone with whom you could easily make 

“friends.” On the other hand, he was someone on whom you could rely without 

hesitation. 

  

Paul had an encyclopedic knowledge, understood young people, especially his 

students, knew how to inspire them, awakened their thirst for knowledge and 

encouraged them not to be satisfied with superficial answers. In addition, as principal, 

he had good relations with the clergy and the public school authorities. 

  

Despite his great commitment to the school, Father Paul did not give up his pastoral 

work in the parish. In Dielsdorf and Dietikon he was appreciated as a chaplain, 

preacher and spiritual director. In his spare time, Father Paul liked to read: theological 

works, modern authors in German and French, but also novels and poetry. He was 

particularly fond of Paul Celan. He was also a music lover, listening especially to 

baroque music and Johann Sebastian Bach. 

  

1984 marks another step in his life. The Superior General, Fr. José Maria Salaverri, 

entrusted him with the position of Provincial of the Swiss Marianists. "When the 

Superior General called me, I hesitated. He advised me to go to the chapel and answer 

him later. I did - and then I knew that God wanted this and that He would be with me. 

It was a very strong faith experience; it marked my life. »  

  

Father Paul Vollmar was Provincial of the Swiss Province until 1992. At that time, it 

also included the now independent Region of Togo in West Africa, where he had to 

make many visits.  In Togo he accompanied the brothers and understood their 

concerns. In case of difficulties, he took into account the wider context, such as the 

social environment. He encouraged them and worked with them to achieve their goals. 

  

In his testimony, the Superior of the Marianist Region of Togo, Father Jonas Kpatcha, 

SM, describes him as "a simple and humble person, concerned about the well-being 

of others, but also courageous and visionary. He made it possible for the young 

Togolese brothers to receive a very good religious and professional education. 

Together with the Swiss Marianists working in Togo, Father Paul Vollmar has 

contributed a lot to the fact that today about forty local Marianists are active in pastoral 

work and formation in Togo and Benin. » 



  

Beginning in 1986, Father Paul also took care of the seminarians of the dioceses of 

Sion and Lausanne-Geneva-Fribourg as spiritual director at the seminary of Givisiez. 

The development of self-confidence and the intimate link with Christ and Mary were his 

main concerns. As Paul Martone wrote in the Walliser Bote of May 7, 2021, the 

seminarians of that time still remember their spiritual director with great admiration. He 

took the person standing in front of him very seriously, was attentive to the worries, 

questions and concerns of the future priests. 

  

March 1, 1993 marked the greatest turning point in his life, as he was appointed 

Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Chur by Pope John Paul II along with Peter Henrici 

SJ. Together they received the episcopal ordination on May 31, 1993 in the monastery 

church of Einsiedeln. The episcopal motto of Paul, takes up the words of Mary at the 

wedding feast of Cana, "Do whatever He tells you.” Within the Church, he sought to 

find a liberating and redemptive response to the needs of the time. 

  

As an auxiliary bishop, Bishop Paul was vicar general, first for the cantons of Grisons 

and Glarus, then for Central Switzerland and from 2003 to 2009 for the cantons of 

Zurich and Glarus. He was particularly committed to ecumenical dialogue. 

  

The hope of the Pope and many of the faithful that the appointment of the two auxiliary 

bishops would reduce tensions in the diocese of Chur had not been realized, much to 

the regret of Bishop Paul. However, their work was still beneficial. This is evident in 

various speeches and statements made on the occasion of the celebration of his 25 

years of episcopal ordination which took place in Zurich on May 31, 2018. 

  

After resigning due to having reached the age limit, Bishop Paul was actively involved 

for over ten years in the pastoral care of the Zurich region as a priest and bishop 

emeritus. 

  

During the last two years of his life, his health deteriorated. Hospital stays and times of 

convalescence became necessary. The support of his dear friends and acquaintances, 

in particular his sister Cathérine Dizié and his brother and confrere, Peter Vollmar, were 

a precious support for him during this period. 

  

Bishop Paul Vollmar was a great gift from heaven for the Marianist religious community 

and an inspiration for the service of our dear Mother Mary.  On the occasion of his 



 

episcopal jubilee on May 31, 2018, Paul said: "I remain a seeker and let the future 

happen with confidence, and I hope HE shows me the way. » 

 

May the Lord welcome him into eternal life! 

 

  

 


